Persistent cutaneous herpes simplex infection.
A 38-year-old, renal transplant patient developed painful, extensive, chancre-like genital ulcerations. The etiological agent was found culturally to be herpes virus type II. The eruption lasted five months and proved recalcitrant to standard therapeutic modalities. On removal of the transplanted kidney and thereby reduction of immunosuppressive agents, the cutaneous viral infection cleared rapidly. The potential severity and persistence of cutaneous herpetic infections in renal transplant patient must be well appreciated or the diagnosis might eaily be missed.